
Men We Reaped: A Memoir by Jesmyn Ward 

 

Two-time National Book Award winner Jesmyn Ward (Salvage the Bones, Sing, Unburied, Sing) contends 

with the deaths of five young men dear to her, and the risk of being a black man in the rural South. In five 

years, Ward lost five young men in her life -- to drugs, accidents, suicide, and the bad luck that can follow 

people who live in poverty, particularly black men. Dealing with these losses, one after another, made Ward 

ask the question: Why? And she began to write about the experience of living through all the dying. Ward -- 

who earned her BA and MA at Stanford University and an MFA at University of Michigan and who is 

currently an associate professor of English at Tulane University -- grew up in poverty in rural Mississippi. 

She writes in powerful and raw language about the pressures this brings, about the men who can do no 

right, and about the women who stand in for family in a society where the men are often absent.  

 

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond 

 

In Evicted, Princeton sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond follows eight families in 

Milwaukee as they struggle to keep a roof over their heads. Hailed as “wrenching and revelatory” (The 

Nation), “vivid and unsettling” (New York Review of Books), Evicted transforms our understanding of poverty 

and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving one of 21st-century America’s most 

devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the centrality of home, without 

which nothing else is possible. 

 

Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann 

 

 In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. 

After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and 

sent their children to study in Europe. Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an 

Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. One of her relatives was shot. Another was 

poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as more and more Osage were dying under mysterious 

circumstances, and many of those who dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered. As the 

death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a 

former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery. White put together an undercover 

team, including a Native American agent who infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to 

expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American history. 

 

 

Born to Run: A Hidden Tribe, Superathletes, and the Greatest Race the World Has Never Seen 

by Christopher McDougall 

An epic adventure that began with one simple question: Why does my foot hurt? Isolated by Mexico's deadly 

Copper Canyons, the blissful Tarahumara Indians have honed the ability to run hundreds of miles without 

rest or injury. In a riveting narrative, award-winning journalist and often-injured runner Christopher 

McDougall sets out to discover their secrets. In the process, he takes his readers from science labs at 

Harvard to the sun-baked valleys and freezing peaks across North America, where ever-growing numbers of 

ultra-runners are pushing their bodies to the limit, and, finally, to a climactic race in the Copper Canyons that 

pits America’s best ultra-runners against the tribe. McDougall’s incredible story will not only engage your 

mind but inspire your body when you realize that you, indeed all of us, were born to run. 


